THE   SUN   AND   THE  SERPENT

daughter,, Gunakesi, to the Naga Sumukha, of the
race of Airavata.1

Many others, both Brahmans and Kshtriyas,
followed these examples, and intermarried with
the Asuras. The Mahabharata abounds with
instances of this.

Somasrava, who was the family priest of the
Pandava raja Janamejaya,2 and the Brahman
Astika, whose influence put a stop to the serpent-
sacrifice of that monarch/ were both sons of Naga
mothers. And the Naga chief Aryaka was grand-
father of Sura, king of the Surasenas, who was
father of Kunti, wife of Pandu, and of Vasudeva,
father of Krilshna.4

This shows that the family connexions between
Aryas and Asuras had become intimate.

Under such circumstances as these, it seems only
natural that the enmity between the two races
should have become less bitter, and that the
demons of the Rig Veda should, at a later period,
have assumed a different complexion. This we
find was actually the case.

Thus, Arbuda, the Asura warrior of the Rig
Veda, and the son of Kadru, is called in the
Aitareya Brahmana, " the serpent rishi, framer of

1 Mahabharata, Udyoga, Bhagavatyana, p. ciii.

3 Ib., Adi, Pausya, p. iii.

3 Ib.,, Adi, Astika, p. liv.

* Ib., Adi, Sambhava, p. cxxviii,
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